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not one of the Chinese schools but Lamaism, the form of Buddhism developed in Tibet, which spread about this time to northern China, and still exists there. It does not appear that in the Yuan period Lamaism and other forms of Buddhism were regarded as different sects1. A lamaist ecclesiastic was the hierarchical head of all Buddhists, all other religions being placed under the supervision of a special board.
The Mongol Emperors paid attention to religious literature. Khubilai saw to it that the monasteries in Peking were well supplied with books and ordered the bonzes to recite them -on stated days. A new collection of the Tripitaka (the ninth) was published 1285-87. In 1312, the Emperor Jen-tsung ordered further translations to be made into Mongol and later had the whole Tripitaka copied in letters of gold. It is noticeable that another Emperor, Cheng Tsung, had the Book of Filial Piety translated into Mongol and circulated together with a brief preface by himself.
It is possible that the Buddhism of the Yuan dynasty was tainted with JSaktism from which the Lama monasteries of Peking (in contrast to all other Buddhist sects in China) are not wholly free. The last Emperor, Shun-ti, is said to have witnessed indecent plays and dances in the company of Lamas and created a scandal which contributed to the downfall of the dynasty2. In its last years we hear of some opposition to Buddhism and of a reaction in favour of Confucianism, in consequence of the growing numbers and pretensions of the Lamas.
Whole provinces were under their control and Chinese historians dwell bitterly on their lawlessness. It was a common abuse for wealthy persons to induce a Lama to let their property be registered in his name and thus avoid all payment of taxes on the ground that priests were exempt from taxation by law3.
The Mongols were driven out by the native Chinese dynasty known as Ming, which reigned from 1368 to 1644. It is not
1 At the present day an ordinary Chinese regards a Lama as quite different from a Hoshang or Buddhist monk.
* The Yuan Emperors were no doubt fond of ^witnessing religions theatricals in the Palace. See for extracts from Chinese authors, New China Beview, 1919, pp. 68 ff. Compare the performances of the Tang Emperor Su Tsung mentioned above.
8 For the ecclesiastical abuses of the time see Koppen, n. 103, and de Histoire de la Chine, ix. 475,538.